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“Receiving Jesus Christ”
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Today is the first day of Advent. Itis the time to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ who came into this world as
the Savior, and also to wait upon His second coming when He completes the salvation. | pray this Advent season will
be full of blessing for each one of you.
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On this first Sunday of Advent, we’d like to think all together about “receiving Jesus.” Verse 11 says, “He came to that
which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.” The word “He” is the Lord Jesus. And “His own” refers to the

people of Israel here but in a wide sense we could say it’s “all people.” The Lord Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem of
Judea about 2,000 years ago, is the Christ, God’s only Son.  This world was created by Him. But sadly, this world did
not know Him, and did not accept Him when He came into the world.
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However, not all people refused Him. As you can see in verse 12, “Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God,” there are people who accept Jesus. They are His
disciples, great followers in the past, and we Christians living today, as well as those who will accept Him in the future.
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God gave the right to become His children to those who received His Son Jesus. We call this “salvation”, which means
those who receive Jesus as Christ the Savior will become “God’s children”. In other words, we earn a status as God'’s
child, like Jesus. God wants those who believed to walk like His children. He expects us to live in this world, not like
those who don’t know Him, but as people who know God as the Father and Jesus as the Son.
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The Bible explains this as an adoption to a family. Let’s say a child is adopted by new parents. Necessary paperwork
is done and he/she starts officially as a new member of the family. But the child still has old habits and natures. Do
those change in a new environment? Change in a status doesn’t change everything instantly. The child gradually
becomes part of the real family by living with them, receiving love from them, and being taught family rules.
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We are in the same situation. Christians accepted Jesus and received the status as God’s children. That doesn’t
mean we achieve Christ-like characters all in one day. We need to be changed little by little by receiving God’s grace.
Then how can we receive God’s grace? -- By receiving Jesus in you. You've already accepted Jesus as the Savior, but
by welcoming Him each day to your heart and in your consciousness, you will be filled by His grace. By keeping this
“each day,” we will grow in grace.
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Please open Luke2:6-7. “While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for
them”. When Jesus was born, there was no room for Joseph and Mary to stay in Bethlehem. So baby Jesus was laid in a
manger in a stable.
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Even when the Son of God came into the world there was no place to receive Him. Why? Because people did not
know that the baby which Mary was carrying was the Christ, the Son of God. At this time, Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world and everyone went to their own town to register, so
Joseph and Mary traveled from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. Therefore, every guest room was full. But
even so, don’t we imagine some kind of a nicely arranged place to stay and everyone welcome with joy if a Son of God
comes into the world? However, the reality was, there was no place to accept Him, so He was placed in a stable.
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When we think about this, it reminds us that sometimes we set Jesus aside to the corner of our hearts. Christmas time
is always a busy season. Sending out Christmas cards, various events, buying presents... students have finals, a lot to
do at workplaces too. As in Chinese (kaniji) character “busy (isogashii)” writes “lose heart’, it's easy to lose peace in
this busy season.
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But even though our life is busy, we want to abide in His grace by receiving Jesus into our hearts each day. Each day,
or each moment, by praying, “Lord, | will accept you in my heart... Please remain in the center of my heart and fill me
with your grace and lead me,” the center of our lives should be “worshipping Christ,” which is the real meaning of
Christmas. God’s grace will be filled where Jesus is accepted.
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Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-92), England's best-known preacher in the 19" century, said, “The life of faith is represented
as receiving — an act that implies the very opposite of anything like merit. It is simply the acceptance of a gift’. When
our hearts are full of not Jesus but something else, we cannot accept Jesus. We cannot receive His grace simply as is.
When we empty ourselves and receive Jesus, then the Lord pours His grace abundantly.

m%?&&:*o@%%% LET, 7AVIDHLHFIT, ANHFRONSBENH Y £ LT, HOANTZHLDRRKDSE
LaE, ZUASATLE, 20T U A MRS 13, AR TR MR ROITETLELZ, ZOHEIE, FEH
BN TR U 2 MEHEE) #HY T2 LI TWELZDT, BEFROEATZLIZ, MHEOFET72bEHED T,
TR ZROE LT, ETYIVYHIREY, 37, BEBRFELL, HTOBLELELORAIZREY £ LT,

| will end with one story: In a little village in the United States there was a church with a white cross. Everyone in the
village loved Christmas and the “Nativity play” was one of the biggest events the whole village gets involved. That year
children were to perform the play so the Church School teachers gathered all the children in the village and assigned the
roles. First Mary, then Joseph, and the stars, the sheep, and the wise men, and so on.
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Later they realized they didn’t give a role to one boy. He was mentally retarded. The teachers hurried and made his
part. It was the master of the inn who tells Mary and Joseph, “No, there’s no room!” and points at the stable in the back.
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The boy was delighted to get his part. Every day he practiced raising his hand, “No! There’s no room!” and pointing at
the stable - over and over. Then Christmas Day came. All the villagers gathered at the church. The program went
on and finally, the Nativity play started. The play started off fine, and then the scene came.
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Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem after dark. They came to the inn where the boy was standing. “Please, let us
stay” — now it’s his part. All the teachers and his parents prayed that he would say his line well. The boy said in a loud
voice, “No! There is no room!” he raised his hand, and pointed at the stable.
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But as the boy watched exhausted Joseph and Mary dragged themselves to the stable with disappointment, his eyes
were filled with tears and he ran crying to Joseph, clinging to him, “Joseph, please don’t go to the stable! Come to my
house! Come to my house!” The play was interrupted and the teachers ran up to the stage to pull the screaming boy
from Joseph. Of course the play was messed up but there was no Nativity play so touching as this in the long history of
this village.
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Today, is there a room for Jesus in your heart? For those of you who already received Jesus in you, where is He? Is
He at the center of your heart? Or is He chased away somewhere in the corner of your heart? Even today Jesus
wants to pour His grace on us and walk with us. He is looking for someone who receives Him with joy. Are you
receiving Jesus with gladness at this moment? Jesus’ grace abides wherever He is. Let us keep that in mind and
receive Jesus each new day this week.



