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3 Advent A Heart to Offer Matthew 2:1-12
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When we think of Christmas, 'a present' comes to mind for many of us. A present brings a lot of joy to both a receiver
and a giver. If you were given a chance, would you choose to give, or to receive? Of course, to receive the present,
there has to be someone who gives it. | have not heard anyone having trouble finding someone who would like to
receive a present. To give a present, we have to have a person who receives it. Both receiving and giving are equally

important.
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Magi, whose story is in today's text, had come to Israel from far away country, knowing that the 'King of the Jews' soon
were about to be born.  What was their purpose of the visit? Did they expect to receive something from the baby king?
No, they wanted to see Jesus, and give presents to Him.
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We do not know a lot about those Magi from the east. The Bible tells us that they were scholars of astronomy who
practices astrology. Some theories say that they were all kings. When they found the star that indicates the birth of a
'king of the Jews', they thought of meeting Him and offer Him a gift. What they offered Baby Jesus were gold, incense
and myrrh.
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Gold is gold, as you know it. But whatis incense? Itis actually used as an ingredient to make perfume, or it was used
to burn as anincense. The Bible mentions incense as a part of ingredients for the perfume offered to God. It was also
used as medicine. How about myrrh? Because it worked as sterilizer, people used it as a pain killer medicine. It was
also used to prevent decaying of a corpse. Gold was symbolized as Christ's Godliness, incense as Christ's Holiness,
and myrrh as Christ's death by early church priests.
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Why did Magi come all the way to see Jesus and offer those gifts? We do not know if they had believed in the Lord, as
we believe in Him as our savior. However, they believed their astrology and expected God's guidance at where the star
led them. God sure does work miracles. He used the stars and sky, which He had created, to tell Magi the birth of His
own Son. Just as we all were led to salvation in many different ways, God revealed Jesus in a way Magi could
understand.
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But let's stop for a moment and think about it. At that time, a king of Jews was King Herod. He had a son who should
inherit his throne. Although Jesus was born as a king of Jews, it was unclear for them if it really does happen. |
wonder if Magi had doubted this. Also they were not led to the palace. Joseph and Mary, who were with baby Jesus,
were just ordinary people. | am sure it was easy for them to doubt that he was the king of Jews when they looked at
baby Jesus.
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However, Magi believed in God's guidance, rather than in their doubts. “....and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.” (verse 9-11) It is easy to see
Magi's strong faith from their action of bowing down and worshiping baby Jesus. If they had not had any faith and
peace from the heaven (God), they would not have offered any gifts.
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What can we learn from Magi? We can learn from them the heart of worship for Jesus, our savior and God's Son.
Whatever the reason, they had believed that Jesus was the king of Jews, the coming Messiah. That's why they came
to visit Him all the way with great sacrifices. | believe the travel back then wasn't as easy as it is now. It must have
cost a lot of money, time, and labor. They must have faced some danger along the way. However, they were not
forced to come. They came because of joy and expectation. Do we also have a desire to have a fellowship with
Savior Jesus daily with that kind of heart? Are we trying to come close to Jesus, who came to us to save us? Are we
ready to sacrifice anything to worship the Lord?
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Magi did not expect to receive anything when they met Jesus. They just bowed down, worshiped Him, and offered
gold, incense and myrrh. It was a pure worship for God. When you think of worshiping God, do you expect to receive
something from Him? Of course, if you worship, as a result He will pour abundant blessing to us. However, worship is
something we must offer with all our might, as a human, created by God. We need to be active, not passive. When
we actively worship the Lord, He will gladly receive it.
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Please open your Bible to Mark 14:3-9. “While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as
Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the
jar and poured the perfume on his head. Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, 'Why this
waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor.' And they
rebuked her harshly. 'Leave her alone,’ said Jesus. 'Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to
me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have
me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. | tell you the
truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”
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This woman poured expensive perfume, which cost about 300 denari, that translates into about average annual income
at that time, to Jesus' head. It is written that some people were 'indignant’. Disciple John testified that the main critic
at that time was Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus. Many, including Judas, considered this woman's act as 'waste'.
What do you think? Do you agree with them?
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Jesus Himself had said that this is to 'prepare for my burial'. | believe this woman knew Jesus more than anyone else,
even His disciples. In short, through her faith in Him, she knew who Jesus was, why He came to this world. That's
probably why she did not think even twice about offering such an expensive offering to Him.
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Jesus is the savior of all people. Because of His redemption at the cross, we, sinners, are saved from God's wrath.
There's no other way to be saved. Do you think it is waste to offer the gift that costs as the same as your salary to the
One who saves our life? We should even offer our life, since we attain our spiritual salvation through Jesus'
self-sacrifice. This woman did what the best she could do to Him. She offered what is pleasing to His eyes, not to
other people's eyes. There are similarities between her and Magi, who bowed down and worshiped baby Jesus and
offered Him gold, incense and myrrh.
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How is it then, the heart of Judas who had said that this woman's act was 'waste'? Judas was always thinking of
receiving from Him, rather than offering Him. Therefore, just as John had testified, he used to steal some money from
their money box. If you forget to offer God and only thinking of receiving, you will miss God's blessing and betray Him
someday, just as Judas did.
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Do you have a heart to offer the Lord all you have, or even yourself? The Lord had said, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”(Acts 20:35) It is because we truly receive when we give. If you forget to offer or to give, your heart will be
poor and miserable. What do we need to have a heart to offer? We need Jesus' love. Jesus died on the cross for
us. If you believe and accept His love, it will change us to be the ones who can offer.
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The difference between the woman at Bethany and Judas was what he sought of the Lord. The woman sought Jesus
Himself, thus she received His love. Because of His love, she loved the Lord, and could offer abundantly. On the
other hand, Judas sought of his own benefit and expected to receive something from the Lord. Thus he could not
receive the most important thing...the Lord's love. As a result, he committed the crime in which he sold the Savior for
the money. No one can become to love the Lord without receiving Jesus' love. To love the Lord is to worship Him
wholeheartedly, and actively offer what we have. He will use them abundantly as a foundation of His blessing. As we
celebrate 3" week of Advent, let us look up to His cross once more and remember the true meaning of His birth.



