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“Jesus Christ the savior”
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Today is the worship before Christmas, and we are excited to be celebrating it. What sort of day is Christmas? What
do we remember by celebrating Christmas? We remember the advent of Jesus Christ into the world. We do not know
exactly which day Jesus was actually born on. But in the Christian church, we have set aside December 25" as the day
to remember and celebrate the advent of Jesus Christ.
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What age did Jesus live in? It was about 2000 years ago. lItis the break between BC and AD in the western calendar.
There are many historical figures that transcend their generation and leave their name on history. But even if their
names and deeds are remembered, it is rare for their birthdays to be continued to be celebrated across the ages.
There are just 2 weeks left in 2010, but Jesus was born in Bethlehem more than 2000 years ago. We remember this
person each year and celebrate His birth, so it is interesting to think about it over again.
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Why is it so special that Jesus was born? Once more, please look at the text. “For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” Here it says “For unto you is born...” Jesus Christ is not a normal person,
just like us. This is not a case where a human tried really hard to be like God. He is the Son of God, and He was sent
by the Father to save us as savior of the world. This is why the Christ is special to anyone.
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We regularly hear the term “Savior” in church, but we don't really hear it much in everyday life. So what does it mean
for Jesus to be our savior? What does Christ save us from exactly? When | was 19 years old, | accepted Jesus as my
savior. But when | look back on it now, what a sort of self-centered faith it was | had at that time. | believed that
everything would go the way | wished, the way that seemed best for me personally. And | thought the one that would
fulfill all this was the Lord Jesus.
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But life is just not that way. Just because | had a new faith, does not mean that everything revolves around me. Even
though we have faith, we will face trials and troubles. Just because we now know Jesus, does not mean that these will
all disappear. For example, my sister’s family has been through a trial these last few years that is outwardly visible.
My sister and her husband are both Christian, but my brother in law has been out of work for more than a year now. In
addition, my sister has eczema, and so does her son (my nephew). He is only 3 years old, but even until now he battles
with unbearable itchiness everyday. This Christian couple has had to watch the suffering of their child each day.
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Job was a faithful servant of God, who appears in the Old Testament of the Bible. At one point, Satan strikes Job with
boils from his head to his foot. He is unable to bear the itchiness, so he takes a potsherd and scrapes his boils and sits
in ash (job 2:7-8). When his friends come to see him, his appearance is so disheveled that they cannot recognize him.
When | think of my nephew, | remember Job. Just as Job was eventually healed, | pray that my nephew is healed, but |
have no way to know when that will be. What is certain is that God has a plan of hope for the future of my sister's
family, and will lead them on the best road possible.
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The Lord Jesus gives us help when we need it during our walk on earth. If you call on the Lord with faith, He will hear
your call and save you. But the trials and worries we face on this earth are not just one time events. When we get
through one trial, another is right on its heels. Each time the Lord Jesus helps us out, but this is not the main reason
why He is called savior. The Lord Jesus saves us ourselves. In other words, he remakes us into a blessed being, a
saved creation. This is the salvation the Lord Jesus Christ brings to us.
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Jesus said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
(John 8:12) Jesus is the light of the world. He will shine those who follow Him with His light. Let's think about the
darkness as trials and problems we face. When we walk through the darkness, Jesus will shine the way for us with His
own light. You can't tell which way to go in the darkness. Without the light, we would get lost. However, Jesus told
us that if we follow Him, we never walk in the darkness. It does not mean the darkness will not exist anymore. It will
always be there. However, if we have His light, we will not be overwhelmed by the darkness.
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It's hard to tell how important the light is where the surrounding is bright. However, the importance is clear when it's
dark. Every year, around this season we see a lot of beautiful illumination. In the past few years, it has been our
tradition to visit Winterhaven Festival of Lights in our neighborhood. Of course, we go there at night, because we will
not be able to see the illumination very well unless it's dark. The light shines through where it's dark. We cannot live
without the light. Jesus gives us the light of life.
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You probably know the song called “Amazing Grace” by John Newton. He was born in England in 1725. His mother,
who was gentle and had been reading the Bible to him, died when he was seven. It was shocking to him. His father
was a sailor, so he became a sailor eventually, and he started to make his wealth by trading the slaves. His job was to
capture the slaves in Africa, and transport them to America. At that time, those who were captured as slaves were
treated horribly. They probably treated animals better than slaves. People did not recognize the black people as
humans, they treated them as if they were the creature somewhere between a human and a monkey. It was truly the
time of darkness.
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May 10", 1748, John was 22, and the captain of the boat which was about to sink because of the storm. At that time he
fervently prayed to God. God answered his prayer and his boat was saved from the storm miraculously. He and all
his crews were saved. This day transformed John. Later on, he became a pastor, but within himself he had a deep
remorse and regret about dealing with the slave trade. God even gave mercy to those who walked in such darkness,
He saved his life and forgave him, he made this song, expressing his thanksgiving toward God's love.
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| am sure losing his own mother at age 7 was also a great darkness. He also lived in the dark world of slave trade,
which can be considered extreme sin. However, God gave mercy to him and shone him with His own light. John
Newton started to have the light of life- Jesus Christ- so that he could be saved from the darkness, but also to deliver His
light to those who are in the darkness.
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Why do we walk in the darkness? Why do we have trials and problems? It's because we are all sinners. We are not
sinners because we sin. We are naturally sinners, that's why we sin. No matter how good your reputation might be,
you sure will sin at some point. The Bible tells us clearly that our death is because of sin; “For the wages of sin is
death,...” (Romans 6:23)
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Jesus came to this world so that He can save us from sin and death, which is the result of sin. He carried all our sins for
us, and died on the cross to receive the judgment from God. Jesus experienced many sufferings and death, but He
overcame the death by resurrection. That's how He saved us from the power of darkness. Jesus said “ Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness.....”. To follow Him means to believe Him as our savior and go along with Him.
If you walk with Jesus, who is the light, His light will protect us from the darkness. The light always overcome the

darkness.
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Are you walking in the light today? Do you know where you are heading to? Are you lost in the darkness? Are you
lonely, hopeless, joyless? Do you feel like you're not really living? Jesus Christ is your Savior. He came to this world
so that you can be saved from the darkness and walk in the light. We are having Worship Service here every Sunday.
We also meet during the week to study the Bible. | pray that you will seek the salvation of Jesus Christ today. May
God bless you with peace, and His guidance.



