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“Number Our Days”
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We are thankful that we had a blessed Christmas Service Last Sunday. Actual Christmas Day was yesterday but what
was yours like? Christmas is over on the calendar, but for Christians every day is Christmas. Let us keep
remembering Christ’s birth and tell others of the Good News.
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Jesus who came into this world died on the cross for us. But where He went is not the grave. He did not return to dust.
He rose on the third day and ascended to God the Father in Heaven. He will come back to this world with His glorified
body. Christians wait upon the Lord’s second coming, because when Christ comes back, we will be transformed into
glorified bodies and literally we will live forever with the Lord.
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Therefore, we should be awake and prepared so that Jesus can come back anytime. So we need to pray as in today’s
text, “Teach us to number our days,” in order to work hard until the last day with the heart of wisdom from the Lord.
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“Our days” means the life on this earth given to each one of us, in another words, life span. One time a friend of mine
said to me very meaningfully, “time is really a gift from God”. | very much agree. We cannot extend our lives no
matter how much we try, nor can’t we stop the time. As it says on verse 10, “Our days may come to seventy years, or
eighty, if our strength endures”, that’s the time God set for us humans.
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Nobody knows how long we will live. So we cannot really “number our days”. Some people’s lives end way younger
than 70. Some people live past 80 and a few past 100. Each life is different. But what is for sure is that our lives
have limits. It may seem there’s no point in learning that our lives have limits, but the Bible tells us that's important.
By accepting the limit in our earthly existence, we start thinking seriously about numbering our days.
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To number our days doesn’t mean to count how many years and how many months are left in our lives. As we’ve been
talking about it, we cannot do that. Then what does it mean to “number our days”? Please look at verses 1 & 2:
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains were born or you brought
forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
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We humans exist with limited lives, but God is not. God is God from everlasting to everlasting. When we humble
ourselves, admit our limits, and entrust our lives to God, then He will give us the heart of wisdom of how we should live
our days.
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When | was sent to Tucson, | was 26. 4% years passed by and | turned 31 this year. As | look back on those days |
truly feel that time flew by quickly. There were times | felt the time pass slowly especially when | was waiting for my visa
or green card or waiting for my children to be born, but even those times seem to have flown fast now that they are over.
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Around the time | turned 30 | started thinking more about Jesus’ life on earth. Jesus started His public ministry as the
Messiah at around age 30, but His ministry on earth lasted only 3 years. But in that short 3 years He chose and trained
His disciples, traveled by His foot, preached God’s Kingdom through His words and works, and brought Salvation to
mankind.
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When [ think about this | realize Jesus was the one who truly knew how to number His days. He knew who He was,
what He had to do, when and how. For us, long life is a blessing. But how long we live on this earth is not necessarily
the most important thing. Rather how we live our given days faithfully before God is what is important.
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How did Jesus get the heart of wisdom to live His life in God’'s way? The simplest answer is “because He is God” — He
knew everything and He was able to do anything “because He was and is God”. That’s of course true. However, we
must not forget that Jesus walked on this earth as a human being just like you and me. Jesus had weaknesses as a
human just like us. And He always sought the will of God the Father. Jesus’ heart never left God’s will. | think that’s
why He was always filled with God’s wisdom.
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Let's look at verse 8. “You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.” The
reason God turns us back to dust is that we have unrighteousness - or sin - in us. God puts all our secret sins in the
light of His presence. So God who is righteous has judged and sentenced us who are sinners. That’s the reason all
people must die. And this fact hasn’t changed from the past, and will never change.
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However, God granted the hope of salvation even to us sinners. That hope is Jesus Christ. This Jesus who came into
this world as a human, who died on the cross to settle our sins, who resurrected from the dead to give us everlasting life,
leads us who are only worth to go back to dust to God’s everlasting home.
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God is a sovereign God. He has an option to simply turn us back to dust and do nothing else. But He chose to forgive
our sins through His Son Jesus and let us live everlasting life. This is because God Himself is love. Therefore, He will
give His wisdom to the heart that tries to live based on God’s love. God gives the heart of wisdom for those who seek
Him, and He leads them in a blessed life.
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Let's look at the upcoming verse 17. Itis a prayer. “May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of
our hands for us — yes, establish the work of our hands.” Without Jesus’ salvation we are not able to establish the
work of our hands on this earth. Without everlasting hope we are nothing but to go back to dust. We humans are like
the plants that bloom in the morning and wither away in the evening. But when God’s love is poured out, we live in the
hope of everlasting life. We will then be changed to bear something certain and secure such as the fruit of love.
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We had Isaiah 40:31 as the Bible verse of the year. “But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” All people, whether
hoping in the Lord or not, age and become old. When we get old, we are easily to get tired in many ways. But those
who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. That's the strength from the Lord which gives us the hope to live with
thankfulness and joy. Let us be the ones to fulfill “our days” with that strength. Let verse 12 be our prayer, “Teach us
to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom”, and live our given days faithfully before God.



