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“Wake up”
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Starting last week we are starting a sermon message series on the theme “Preparing for the last day”. First and
foremost we looked at how we should wait with expectation, as a preparation for the last day. In John 14:3, Jesus says
the following. “If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and will receive you to myself; that where | am, you
may be there also.” We should wait with expectation, based on this promise from the Lord.
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And so today, as we look toward the last day, | would like to study how we need to be awake. As we go through life in
our daily walk with the Lord, as long as there are no obstructions or difficulties, then it is not really hard to wait on the
Lord. But is this the way it is? There are many cases where a person has put their faith in Jesus, and then turned
away from Him. You may know someone who fits this description, and if this is someone close to you, then please
remember to pray for that person. And encourage and provide support for that person to return to their faith. Maybe
that person may be brought back to the Lord.
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But why does this sort of thing happen? Is there some problem with that person's faith? There may be some truth to
this. But how many people can really compare their faith with those around them and really be proud? Even myself,
when | look at my own faith, | have to admit that | cannot be proud when | compare it to those around me. We are all
really people of little faith. But it was us that Jesus loved and chose, and supports with mercy and grace, and through
this we can continue to stand in our faith.
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But there is someone who does not think it is good that we are loved by God and have eternal life. This is the devil.
The devil tries to prevent us from putting our hope in Jesus and waiting for the day of His return. In verse 8 it says this:
“Your adversary, the devil, walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” The devil continually seeks
to separate us from God, and to make us his slave by binding us up with sin and death.
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When you are in a situation where you must not fall asleep, what do you do when you get sleepy? For example, during
your job, or while you are driving, or when you are listening to a sermon. How do you fight against the desire to fall
asleep? Some typical ways to fight it is to drink a cup of coffee or chew a piece of gum. Or you might try and focus
your thoughts on something, or move your body around, to help fight off sleepiness. While you are driving, it helps to
talk to someone. But in this case, listening to someone else’s conversation can make you sleepy so you need to be
careful. Some people slap there cheek or pinch it. There are many different ways to fight sleepiness.
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But if a sleep attack comes on, and you don't do anything, what happens? You will surely fall asleep. Once when |
was a freshman at seminary, | had an embarrassing experience. It was during a summer mission trip, that at the church
| was sent to, | fell asleep during a prayer meeting. One reason was that my body was physically tired, but another was
that | was spiritually asleep. Up until then | had not had a long 40-50 minute prayer session with my brother and sister
believers, and | remember it was a challenge to stay awake. It was really a good experience and so | am thankful to the
Lord for it.
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The Lord warns us in Matthew 24:42 as follows: “Watch therefore, for you don’t know in what hour your Lord comes.” |
think the reason that we are not told the hour, is to give us a sense of nervous expectation, in a good way. “The Lord
may come back today, so let's be alert!” At least logically | can accept this. But how about it? Do you have this sort
of nervous expectation today, waiting for the Lord, alert and awake?
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There may be some among you that think this way. “Up until now, it has been 2000 years and the Lord has not come
back. So it stands to reason that He won't come back very soon. At least during my lifetime anyway.” Is there
anyone here being neglectful like this, putting off what needs to be done now? The Lord says this- “Wake up”.
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The Lord knows each of our weaknesses. The Lord knows that as we wait for His return, we get sleepy and get groggy.
That is why He says to us “wake up”. What finally happens is that we get spiritually sleepy, and get groggy and it is us
that then get eaten up by the devil. That is why God says “You can't go to sleep. If you start to get sleepy, you have to
be patient and fight to stay awake. In this way, you will keep yourself from becoming a snack for the devil.”
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So, until the Lord comes, how should we fight spiritual sleepiness? We already thought of some ways to stay awake
when we get physically sleepy. Fighting spiritual sleepiness is similar | think. In other words, just as you drink coffee
or chew gum to fight physical sleepiness, we need to drink the nectar of the Word and chew firmly the Word. Don't just
chew the Word once, but keep on chewing it over and over. And when you do, the Word will become your strength.
The Word of God, lives and works with power within the believer. So by studying the Word, and memorizing it and
building it up in your heart, it will be your strength when you need to fight spiritual sleepiness.
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And, just as concentrating on something or moving your body helps, we constantly seek the Lord's will, and meditate on
it.  And we act on the things the Lord reveals to us. In this way, we use our mind and body and are encouraged in the
work of the service and evangelism. What is the Lord speaking to you today? What is God revealing to you about
how to serve your neighbor and Him? If today you have already placed your faith in Jesus, then you are already a part
of His body. And you have been given a role in the body of Christ. And finding out what that is, is up to you. You
don't have to start with something big, just something small is fine. Whatever is done by faith will be profitable and will
surely produce fruit.
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And further, as during a drive it is helpful to have someone to talk to, you should have friends of faith close at hand.
Find someone who will help take responsibility for your faith life. And then have that person always keep you in their
prayers. This sort of thing will be good for you and will help you to grow spiritually. And the same is true for your
friend. This is why at the very least, you need at least one good faith partner. Don't go it alone. The devil does not
start by looking for groups, but for those that are by themselves. So please begin to share your live with someone else.
Go one step beyond a superficial relationship and deepen your fellowship with someone. In this way we will be able to
fight spiritual sleepiness.
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Please look at verse 9. “Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing that your brothers who are in the world are
undergoing the same sufferings.” When we are serious about waiting for the Lord, and preparing for that day, the
attacks of the devil will become stronger against us. But if we stand firm in the faith with patience, we will not be taken
by the devil. This is because in faith we have the help of the Lord Jesus. Standing firm in faith does not mean that we
ourselves become strong, it means that we trust in the one who is strong, Jesus, and through following Him, He
becomes our shield. He protects us from the devil.
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We should stand firm in the faith and wait until the last day with patience. We should not hold doubts because we don't
know when it is, and fall away from our faith. Instead we should listen more and more to the Word, and gain
encouragement in service and evangelism, and stay awake. Just as those of faith before us, we too will go through
pain by serving Christ. But on the other side of pain, joy awaits. We know that after passing from the intense suffering
of death on a cross, Jesus rose again. The risen Lord will surely return for His people who are alert and waiting for Him.
Let us wait together for that day, and until the very last day keep wide awake.



