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"blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
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Last week was Passion Week, and we remembered Jesus' suffering on the cross and His amazing love for us. Today
is Easter, and we celebrate Jesus' Resurrection. Three days after the cross, Jesus rose again and appeared before the
disciples, commanding them to "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation" (Mark 16:15). Jesus is
with those who believe in Him, and He guides them in all grace and truth.
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Today we focus on the apostle Thomas as we further explore the Resurrection. Jesus had already told the disciples
that he would rise three days after being crucified, and He later appeared before them. However, Thomas wasn't there
at the time; why he was absent is unknown.
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The other disciples told Thomas, "We have seen the Lord!"(v. 25). But Thomas did not believe them, and answered
"Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will
not believe it."Thomas would not move from these conditions: to see with his own eyes and touch the wounds with his
own hands.
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Let's focus on how he says "unless." Thomas already decided that he would never believe unless his own conditions
were met. Let's think about this, everyone. Thomas' feelings aren't hard to understand, but the ones who told him this
news were his fellow disciples. They were his friends. Don't you think he would have at least considered believing,
since they were his friends? But that's not how it was with Thomas. If strangers told him then that would be one thing,
but he wouldn't even believe his friends.
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Thomas' problem was he couldn't believe in Jesus' Resurrection, nor would he believe his friends. But if you were in his
place, what would you do? Of course it can be difficult to hear "Jesus' is risen" and believe right away. But although he
didn't see for himself, many of his fellow disciples were testifying to the same message. Don't you think Thomas might
have thought "well, in that case, maybe | should believe that He rose again?" But Thomas stubbornly rejected their
testimony; "l will not believe."
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| said "Thomas' problem,’ but in reality he isn't the only one with that problem. Other disciples also did not believe in the
Resurrection until they saw Him. Before meeting the risen Lord, the first disciples to see Him didn't even try to believe.
This is written in Mark 16:10-14.
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She [Mary Magdalene] went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. "When
they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 2Afterward Jesus appeared in a
different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. ¥These returned and reported it to the rest; but
they did not believe them either. "“Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their
lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen.
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Thomas and the disciples lived with and followed Jesus for about three years. They weren't members of the general
crowd, but were right by Jesus the whole time, listening to His words and experiencing first hand all His miracles.
Through Jesus words, they experienced the reality and the awesome power of God the Father. They also knew about
how Jesus made Lazarus rise from the dead.
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At the region of Caesarea Philippi, the disciples were led to believe that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and
Savior." Jesus had told them many times "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life" (Luke 9:22). He had
specifically said He would "rise again on the third day" many times. Despite this, even though some people testified to
seeing the resurrected Jesus three days after the crucifixion, they still did not believe.
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"Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn
refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen" (Mark 16:14). Jesus didn't rebuke them simply because
they did not believe in the Resurrection right away. It wasn't so much that they didn't believe, but rather they didn't even
try to believe, even after hearing so much testimony from those who saw Him.
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These days, we don't often see people rising from the dead. So if we hear about someone who did, it's kind of hard to
believe. But the disciples didn't show any trace of faith or hope in God. They had seen countless times the reality of
God's awesome power. But they had forgotten that, and were avoiding God. They were trapped in their small thinking
and their hearts were hardened. How sad this must have been for Jesus!
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So how were these unbelieving disciples transform into people who boldly testified of the Cross of Christ? It's hard to
believe that they were able to change on their own power, based on their lack of faith and hardness of heart. It was
because the risen Lord had appeared to them; there could be no other explanation.
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There are many people who don't believe in Jesus because they haven't seen Him with their own eyes, or because
they say there is no scientific evidence that He really was resurrected. But honestly, there are countless things in this
world that cannot be grasped by human logic and remain unexplained. And there are many important things in life that
cannot be seen with the naked eye. For us to live, we need 'trust,' which we cannot see. The same goes for 'air.' We
need to 'feel loved.' We have 'thoughts' and 'hopes.' These things cannot be seen with the naked eye. But these things
do exist, and without them we cannot live.
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Why do Christians preach the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ? So that through hearing the Gospel and believing,
they may come to know God and live in His peace. In other words, it is so that we may be happy. Many people debate
the truth of the Resurrection. But doing so is not God's will. God values you, and your very existence is for God's glory.
He blesses you through Jesus Christ. Therefore, through believing in the Resurrection of Jesus you will move from
death to life, from darkness to light, from despair to hope. This is God's will.
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Thomas refused to believe unless he saw Jesus with his own eyes and touched His wounds. So Jesus appeared
before Thomas and allowed him to touch His wounds and His body. At that time, Thomas proclaimed "My Lord, my
God" (v. 28). We are taught by our fathers of the early church that there was no mistake in Thomas' faith. After this
happened, Thomas was said to have proclaimed the Gospel to faraway areas; even as far as India. It was reported that
in India he suffered greatly and became a martyr after being killed by a spear. How could Thomas, who was so full of
doubt, risk his own life and live in such a powerful way? It was because he saw Jesus with his own eyes and touched
His wounds, just as it was written before.
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Today, Jesus tells us "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies..." (John
11:25). Jesus endured the suffering of the cross. He then rose from the dead on the third day, proclaiming His final
victory over death to all people. And He promises that through faith in Him, anyone can have eternal life. Jesus already
said this would happen before He was put on the cross. Therefore, just as He told Thomas, Jesus tell us "Stop
doubting and believe" (v. 27), "...blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed" (v. 29). Let us lift each
other up, write these words in our hearts and be blessed through faith in Jesus. | pray that through the Resurrected
Christ you may be filled with life and walk with great courage and strength.



