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He Lay Down His Life for Us
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Last week we learned about the meaning of the Lord's cross through Jesus' mother, Mary. She was blessed to be the
Lord's birth mother, but at the same time, she was destined to have heart-piercing experience. Amid of terrible
suffering, she overcame it by trusting God and looking up to Him. That experience further prompted her to pray more,
and she could fulfill the role as a mother of Messiah. In our life, we often experience something we have no control
over. However, if you can look up to God and await for His work to be revealed in your suffering, it certainly will be for
your benefit.
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Today, let's focus on Apostle John and learn from his experience of the cross. Through him, God revealed that the
cross is 'love’. We can further say that it is the ultimate love which no one else could possess. Through Jesus' cross,
God revealed the ultimate love to John, and to us. Let me read the verses again: “My command is this: Love each
other as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if
you do what | command.”
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The night before He was to be crucified, He had the last supper with His disciples. That was when He told them this
word. Jesus also showed them what this love is, by washing each disciple's feet. He not only taught with His word,
but also showed them by His actions. Therefore, He desired and commanded His disciples to love one another, just as
He Himself loved disciples.
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He said “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” Let's focus on this part. He said
'for his friends'. For His disciples, Jesus was more than just a 'friend'. For them, He was a teacher, and the Savior.
However the Lord called the disciples “friends’. This is extraordinary, because at the same time, He also presented the
condition 'if you do what | command.'
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What was His command? It was for disciples to love one another. Did they love one another just as Jesus desired
them to? No, the Gospel portrait them being far away from loving one another. The Lord taught them to serve, but
they were thinking who was the greatest. He called such disciples His 'friends', and revealed them what He was going
to do.
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Jesus said the greatest love was to lay down his life for his friends. 'Lay down his life' directly means death. However,
if you look at the meaning of each word, it looks like this: 'life' means mind, spirit, soul, 'lay down' means to set, to put
down. Therefore, 'lay down his life' means to 'set his heart' 'put down his heart'. Jesus set His heart for His
disciples, and for us.
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Is your heart set for God today? Or for yourself? If you are a believer, you would want to say of course it is set for
God. Butin reality, we have to admit that it is mostly set for us. We tend to set our heart for ourselves, and that is the
proof that we were sinners since we were born. We might hope to set our heart for God or our neighbors, but in reality,
we tend to set our heart for ourselves. In short, we're self-centered. That's the source of evil thoughts and actions.
This is why the Bible calls us sinners.
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How about Jesus? Did He set His heart for Himself? No. His heart was set for God. Some people suspect Jesus
lied or hurt someone, and try to deny His sinless nature, but truly Jesus was without any sins. That's because His heart
was set for God, not for Himself. He could not be self-centered. As we can see from His word and actions, His heart
was always set for God and united with Him.
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Then what is the Father God's will? It was to give us the way of salvation from the judgment we will be facing because
of our sins. Son of God Jesus took our sins, judged by God as an atonement, and prepared the way of salvation for us.
He came to this world to make this come true, and His heart was set on that purpose. He voluntarily proceeded to the
cross to die for us. Therefore, His cross shows God's love for us.
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He could avoid the cross if He wanted to. However, He chose to have the suffering of the cross. Why? It's because
His heart was set for His disciples whom He called His friends, and also for us. His heart was set not to save Himself,
but to save us from the rule of sin and death.
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Verse 16 is Jesus' famous saying; “You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you.” We should know that
we do not always choose the Lord. We are inclined to choose ourselves, not God. Just as disciples ran away when
Jesus was arrested, we would abandon the Lord if it was inconvenient for us. However, He chose us and He set His
heart for us, and abandoned His life. This is the love of Christ, that he lay down His life for His friends.
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Jesus walked to the Golgotha as He carried the cross, was whipped, beaten, hit, by Roman soldiers. His body was
nailed to the cross, was alive on the cross for 6 hours as He was losing his consciousness because of heavy bleeding.
However, despite such situation, He did not choose to save Himself, nor He asked God to help Him. Instead, He
prayed for us on the cross; “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” Because of His prayer and
His wounds, our sins are forgiven and we were made as children of God to receive everlasting life.
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John witnessed what happened on the cross. He was also the first to experience 'the greatest love that he lay down his
life for his friends' Jesus had told His disciples. John believed that this Christ's love is the real, and God loves us all
with His love of the cross. Therefore, when people started to forget about His cross, God used John as the author of
the Bible. John wrote the book of John, three of the letters, and Revelation. It was about 50 years after he
experienced the cross.
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The cross itself is just a tool of execution without the fact that Jesus died on it. However, God changed it as a symbol of
His love for us. Jesus literally died on the cross to reveal God's greatest love for us. When you go before the cross,
what is in your mind? Are you accepting His love with thanksgiving? Or are you just looking at it as an observer?
God desires all of us to receive Christ's love as a personal gift.
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Let me finish the message by reading John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him.”



