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"Be Filled with True Power"

Seilll, FATe BIRERE I AR O TFLREBRN G FOE Lic, MERIEF Y A o542 B L T, B blck+52 28y
DEEBLTBONDZ EEZMRLELE, TLT, TOELIT, KOTEDIZWOLEETSHEW), fLENLLE
DEHEHSTWVWRENEWVWIREO LD T L, AT AFRZEREOTIERLS, LTV baEL DI
HEDOLEZHLDEDIZED, FFPRETCOHDOLEBTTTFEWELE, MRIIZOLIICL THRRKOELZ S - T,
b EELTRFI>TNLHDTY,

Last week, we began with the study of Jesus' crucifixion as seen through the eyes of the apostle John. We reaffirmed
the fact that God revealed His love for us through the crucifixion of Christ. That love, shown by laying down his life for
his friends, is the greatest kind; greater love has no man than this. Jesus poured his heart on us and gave up his life on
the cross so that we may not perish, but have life through him. This is how God loves us; with the greatest kind of love
there is.
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Today, we will study the crucifixion through the eyes of the apostle Peter. It is well known that Peter played a
leadership role among Jesus' disciples. Therefore, along with James and John, he was able to experience critical
events with Jesus; a privilege not shared by other disciples. But when Jesus was captured, Peter betrayed him by
denying their relationship three times.
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Before this event, a significant conversation took place between Jesus and Peter. Please open to Luke 22:31-34.
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but | have prayed for you, that your
faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." Simon [Peter] replied, "Lord,
with You | am ready to go to both prison and to death!" And he [Jesus] said, "l say to you, Peter, the rooster will not
crow today until you have denied three times that you knew me."
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Peter told Jesus "I'm ready to go to prison and to death." But what actually happened later? Just as Jesus predicted,
Peter denied him three times. Peter did the exact opposite of what he promised. What do you think about this? Does
this mean that what Peter said to Jesus was a random, haphazard remark? | personally don't think that Peter spoke
with any deceit. Peter really thought about his words, and desired from the bottom of his heart to follow Jesus
anywhere he went.
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When they, and probably the other disciples too, were called by Jesus for the first time, they didn't follow him with a
completely carefree attitude. They quit their jobs and left their homes to follow him. Therefore, we know that they,
particularly Peter, didn't follow him with just a "whatever" mindset. Out of all the disciples Peter was perhaps the most
passionate for Jesus, and so said to him "I'm ready to follow you to both prison and to death." When Peter said this, he
spoke from the heart and he really meant it.
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Do you know what Peter did when Jesus was captured by the chief priests? Peter took a sword and cut off the right ear
of a slave of one of the priests. He tried to fight against Jesus' captors. In other words, he was trying to fight for the
Lord. If Jesus truly wanted to take up arms and fight, he would have considered Peter's actions as brave and the most
becoming of a disciple. In a fight like that, Peter would be captured with Jesus and, as he promised, would follow Jesus
to prison and to death.
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But that was not what Jesus wanted. Jesus rebuked Peter, "Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw the
sword will die by the sword" (Matt 26:52). Certainly Peter felt torn after hearing this. Having understood that his
methods did not please the Lord, Peter no longer knew what to do. So Peter followed Jesus to see what the chief
priests would do to him, and there he was asked by several people about his relationship with Jesus. Because Peter
was so shaken and fearful, he did not choose to follow Jesus; instead, he chose the path of self-preservation.
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Just as Jesus predicted, the rooster crowed after Peter denied him three times. 'The Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown
me three times" (v. 61). Peter and Jesus were so close in proximity they could look each other in the eye. How much
pain must Peter have felt upon looking his Lord in the eye, having betrayed him even though he kept saying "l will
follow you to death"? Peter remembered what Jesus said and wept bitterly. He was filled with shame and regret for
having betrayed someone he loves.
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What was Jesus feeling when he looked at Peter? Do you think he gave Peter an accusatory look? Did Jesus vow to
never forgive him? Of course Jesus felt hurt, but let's go back to what Jesus said before he was captured; "... Satan
has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but | have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when
once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
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Jesus knew that Peter's spirit would be broken after this betrayal. So that Peter would be able to stand again later,
Jesus told him this beforehand; "when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." Moreover, Jesus also
prayed that Peter's faith would not be completely lost. Jesus knew what would happen to Peter. Having already known,
he had already forgiven him and encouraged him beforehand. For Peter, the experience was heartbreaking, but it was
also a chance to bring great good from it.
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We cannot follow Jesus to the end if we really on our own strength and reasoning. In this world there is a real spiritual
battle, and that kind of strength is useless. When we try to rescue ourselves with our own strength, Satan opposes and
attacks us and we are easily defeated. History has ample proof of that. Like Peter, if we oppose the sword with a sword,
the result is more tragedy. There is no salvation in that. Although we may say we do it "for the Lord," we are actually
denying Jesus as our Savior. When we try to be our own savior, a pitiful person is all that's left.
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Therefore in order to follow Jesus, we must put aside the path we choose for ourselves. Jesus said "If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me"™ (Luke 9:23). To follow the path of
Jesus is to follow the path of the cross. When we don't have Christ, how powerless and self-centered we become. But
through this we can also realize the meaning and importance of Jesus and be changed into his followers. Then, we can
experience God's awesome power in our lives through the cross of Jesus Christ.
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Peter was always on fire for Jesus. But in his heart, Peter's "self" was bigger than Jesus. His trust in his own strength
and reasoning was greater than Jesus' power and wisdom. That's why his spirit was easily defeated when brought to
stand before the cross. He betrayed someone he loved, making his previous words look like complete lies. But aren't
we the same as Peter? Trying to follow Jesus while still relying on our own strength and reasoning, we stumble and fall
once faced with the pain of the cross. This is because human strength doesn't even come close to God's grace.
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After Peter's spirit was broken through this experience, he was made to humble himself before the Lord. Likewise, let
us also humble ourselves before the Lord and be made into people who really hear and follow him. Then, we can be
filled with the power and wisdom of Christ through the Holy Spirit. If we do this, we cannot be dismayed; we can
overcome any hardship and challenge we face. Peter was able to recover eventually, and his mistake did not go to
waste. He was able to really understand the power of Christ. Let us also learn from Peter's experience.

AHH, EIAUrELTHLHEI EEFS TR TII R, THHEEHICHTFROEEZ LD 2 ROTELA
FT, HRICITEAZADOHFTTN?2ZREL, BRO—-ATTIN?HRLIEOERIOT ML LITTEL LA
WET, UhEL, RYOBERTEAS = RAZEKBRAICHD . TOERLEEORZDY DR TED L - THLZ &R
TEXLDEFB T TIERNTLE YD, A, FESRE2Z80OL IV TELNET, EH5TLLIM?
[k, HREICHEESEVET, EOFMEOREHODLTEL L THREHAWVWTTIEW] CEEH-ICLT, =
WCHEIBHWE SETWEEZ I THEH Y FHEAD,

Today, Jesus doesn't want us to be a bunch of people just waiting for favors. He wants us to be a people who will bear
the cross and follow Him as disciples. Are you a disciple of Jesus? Or just part of the crowd? | think Jesus will still take
care of those in the 'crowd,’ but aren't his disciples the ones who truly walk by his strength? Aren't they the ones who
experience the Lord's love and blessings to the fullest? Jesus is calling you to himself today. So how about it? 'Lord, |
will listen to and follow you. Please use me and make me a person that reflects your glory.' Let us renew this devotion
and help each other become followers of Christ.



