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Today's gospel reading is the story of when Jesus came down from the mountain with three of His
disciples, Peter, James and John. (Please read the first half of chapter nine for what happened on the
mountain.) When they descended the mountain, the disciples were surrounded by a great crowd and were
debating with the scribes of the law. Then Jesus asked them, "What were you debating about?"
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Since they were debating, Jesus asked them what they were debating about. Was that all He wanted to

know? No, probably that wasn't it. Jesus must have felt something strange. As a matter of fact, something
strange was taking place. We can see that from what one of the men said to Jesus. He said,
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"Teacher, I have brought my son to you. This child of mine is possessed by a spirit and cannot say a word.
When the spirit possesses my child, it pulls him down to the ground everywhere and anywhere without
notice. In those times, my child foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and stiffens his body. I have asked your
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not," (vv. 17-18).
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Let’s try to sketch out the scene that Jesus saw when he descended the mountain. A man brought his
son with a sickness. He had symptoms those of "epilepsy." The father described it as "he is possessed by a
spirit." Of course, he brought him because he wanted him to be healed. He brought him because if he was
possessed by those spirits, then he wanted him set free. He said he had those symptoms since he was an
infant. Not only the child, but the parents too must have suffered a long while. They would probably have
done anything if it were for the saving of their child. But, they did not know what they could do. They did
not have the power to help him. That is a very hard situation. Therefore, they brought him to the disciples
with despair.
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However, the result was, the child was not healed. He was not set free. The father was still standing
there with despair. His son too was the same way. And among all this, what were the disciples doing? They
were arguing with the scribes of the law. Having given up on this family, they were engrossed in debate.
Neither the disciples nor the scribes were paying attention to this father and son. Moreover, the crowd was
surrounding the disciples, not this family who were the origin of the whole thing. This was the scene that
Jesus saw.
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Something is strange. Don't you think so? Yet, these kinds of things happen a lot. In spite of the reality
that there are people suffering, people controlled by sin, and the world controlled by Satan, we're on the
sidelines engrossed in debate. We're engrossed in arguments. We're interested only in winning the argument,
persuading the opponent, protecting ourselves. We see this quite often.
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Then, Jesus said with a long sigh, "What a faithless generation! Will I always be with you? Must I
always have to put up with you? Please bring the child to me!," (v.19).
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Make no mistake, Jesus is not sighing here about their "lack of compassion.”" He is not sighing and saying,
"You have no practical love but can only debate." He points this out as a "lack of faith," by saying, "What a
faithless generation!" Today the message we're being given is the problem of faith.
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Then, we must consider. How does Jesus describe "the lack of faith?" What exactly is this faith that Jesus
requires? The conversation that ensues between Jesus and this father has been passed down to us precisely
for this reason. So, let's go ahead and read the next part.
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"Please bring the child to me!" That's what Jesus says. Then, the people brought the sick son to Jesus.
Whereupon, the child started to convulse, fell to the ground, rolled around, and spewed forth foam. The
Lord asked about the child. "Since when did he get like this?" The next part of what took place between
them is written as follows.
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"The father said, 'It's been since he was an infant. A spirit has been trying to kill my son and has thrown
him into fire and into water on so many occasions. If you can, have mercy on us and please help us.' Jesus
said, 'Are you saying, If possible? Anything is possible to the one who believes.' The father of the child
shouted immediately, 'I believe. Please help unbelieving me!," (verse 23).
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"Are you saying, 'If possible?" That's what the Lord says. He is not finding fault with the father. He is
saying, "Believe! Have the faith!" Jesus totally understands this wasn't a normal situation where he can say
“if possible," because the son right in front of their eyes was spewing forth foam and thrashing all over. In
this reality where the man could not do one single thing on his own and is powerless, it is not a matter of
whether he is saying, "I can" or "I can't" believe. He has no other choice but to believe Jesus. The only thing
he can do is to believe God's mercy and power as he reveals them in Jesus -- to believe and trust in God.
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The father probably realized when told by Jesus - it is not a matter of saying, "I can" or "I can't" believe,
or "Is it possible?" or "Is it impossible?" -- just believe. No matter how hard it is to believe — that’s all I can

do. Therefore, he shouts, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief! (NIV)" In a sense, it is an illogical
statement. But, he had no other choice. Since it is hard to believe, you have to ask for help.
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Yes, it is the father that needed help, even before the son, the father who must get the help. It is him who
had a hard time believing. Before he beseeches God for his son, he himself is in need of help.

It is not just the father. To be truthful, the disciples are the same way. The suffering son had been
brought to them and they could not set the son free. The inability to set the son free demonstrated their own
powerlessness to the disciples. Yet, it was not an occasion for them to argue with the scribes of the law, to
discuss what they can or can't do. They had no choice but to seek God to work, to believe in God's control,
and to turn over their powerless selves to God.
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As a result, all they could do is ask God, like that father did, and say, "We do believe. Please help us
overcome our unbelief!" That's how they should have been from the start. Therefore, in the concluding part
to this passage, Jesus says, "This kind can come out only by prayer."
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Please recall the time when the disciples were sent to preach. Jesus sent the disciples in teams of two
into the villages. On that occasion, the Lord sent the disciples out with nothing. But the circumstances at
that time is recorded as follows. ''The twelve went out and preached in order to bring about
repentance. And they expelled many evil spirits and healed many sick persons by anointing them



with oil, "' (6:12-13). Also verse 30 in the same chapter says: "The apostles gathered around Jesus and
reported to him all they had done and taught."
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We can imagine the proud disciples return, and report of their acts. That’s what Bible says, "They gave
Jesus a report of everything they did," but actually, the disciples did not truly do it. It was God who did it.
The disciples went out bringing nothing with them and the disciples only believed God, but through them
God showed forth His power. The disciples surely understood that these things were not done by their own
power and strength.
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But, we can easily imagine how their hearts had changed. Those who were saved as well as their
families were surely thankful to the disciples. Imagine what happens when these kinds of things are
repeated? Wouldn't it inevitably result in thoughts of "Look at what I did for your sake?" As if they were my
own achievements. While believing it was God’s work, the focus of attention shifted gradually onto
themselves. While proclaiming the kingdom of God, their thoughts started to not be on the rule of God, but
of their own.
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Furthermore, when they were not turned towards God but only looking at themselves, they started to
worry about how other people were looking at them. I'm sure it went something like that. Eventually, they
were always thinking about themselves. In the end while speaking of what faith was, they were only
concerned with their side.
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In fact, the disciples became like that, as it is clear from the passage we read today. That’s why they were
debating with the suffering father and son on the side. If they were focusing only on their own — the fact that
they could not heal and how the people see it is also a big issue. Moreover, how the scribes of the law judge
them is a big issue too. And of course how they see themselves is a big issue as well, because they might

lose their self-confidence as disciples. They had to do something not to lose their confidence. They were
arguing for that. However, all those things, after all, are the issues of their own side, not God’s side.
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The most important thing is that what God does for the son bound by the evil spirit and the father who is
suffering because of it. Therefore, they had to believe. They had to believe and ask. They had to ask God'’s
work, believing His rule, giving over themselves, giving over their powerlessness. That’s what prayer is
about. That’s why Jesus told the disciples, “only by prayer.”
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Jesus said, "What a faithless age!" Jesus is not looking for us to start puffing up with pride saying, we
"believe perfectly.” He isn't; rather He is looking for us to change what we see as important, which a
worldly concern, to God's rule, the kingdom of God, to which Jesus pointed. We should admit our
powerlessness, our weaknesses, and our tattered state. From there we should become persons who look up
to God in earnest; who admit that we must have Him save us and at times honestly admit we aren't even able
to believe the God who saves us. We should become persons who seek the Lord's mercy in earnest. May we
be like that father, who shouted, "I do believe. Please help overcome my unbelief!



