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Scripture lesson Gospel according to Mark6:1-13
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"To be sent by Christ”

| am thankful for God giving me the opportunity to deliver His Words for the first time
at JCCT. I have not written English for a long time, so my granddaughter Naomi and
the church member Tamao helped me, but still | am responsible for what is written. I'd
like to ask English speakers for patience.
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Today's gospel reading is the story about Jesus' sending the twelve disciples out into
the towns and the villages. We can say this is like their rehearsal because in the future,
the disciples would be sent out on their own. After Jesus was crucified, rose from the
dead and ascended into heaven, the disciples would receive the Holy Spirit and be sent
into the world as the church.
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Nevertheless, don't you think what Jesus did was overly extreme and radical? The Lord
commanded the disciples "Bring nothing with you except for a walking stick! Don't bring
bread or money!" Upon sending them, Jesus took all their possessions away.
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The disciples were not going to run errands somewhere nearby. They were sent out on
a mission trip which would take a number of days, walking around from village to village.
It was a brand new experience for them. What's more, even though it was to be a trip
already predicted to be full of troubles under normal circumstances, he dared to send
them out without a single penny. It sounds quite ridiculous.
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Yet, Jesus did such a thing probably because there were some things the disciples
would never have learned if he had not done so. We can see in this passage at least
three things that the disciples had to learn before they were soon sent out into the world
as the church.
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It is what we must learn as well. Suppose that Christ is sending JCCT into the world,
then there is something that we must learn by all means. Suppose that each one of us
is being sent into the world to serve Christ and other people, then there is something
that we must all surely learn. If we are to serve the Lord for someone's salvation — for
someone to turn to God, to be set free, to be healed — then there are at least three
things that we must learn.
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1.To Learn To Do Team Work
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First, "we are to practice team work." It comes to our attention that the disciples were
“paired in two." Traveling in twos was a common custom among the Jews. It is found
frequently in the Bible. Another reason was that traveling alone was dangerous. Yet, if
avoiding danger was important, then he would not have done something like sending
them out penniless.
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Yet, there is more reason to this. Jesus did not require an individual and independent
work from them. The disciples would be sent out into the world, to love and serve the
people. But before they actually did that, Jesus made them practice to love and to serve
each other and cooperate among themselves.
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Who made up the teams? Jesus did. They did not get to choose somebody they got
along well with. Jesus was the one who made the teams of two. So, it was possible to
get paired off with someone with whom you did not get along well with. To work in
cooperation with someone else is not necessarily always easy.
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In fact, the disciples did not get together in the beginning because they were
interested in each other. Jesus called them together. So, it is possible that there may be
some conflicts among the disciples. For example, one of them was "Simon the Zealot."
The Zealot party was a nationalist extremist group that waged war for liberation from
Rome. On the other hand, Matthew (also named Levi) was a tax collector. Tax
collectors served Rome and the Herodians, betraying the national pride of the Jews for
money. We can say this group of disciples had an extreme nationalist and a traitor to
one's country living together. They were sent out in teams of twos, which Jesus had
picked. This was a test for the disciples.
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But then what did Jesus do? Upon sending them out, Jesus took away their
possessions. That would put them in a hard spot. But, being put into a tough situation is
not necessarily a bad thing. When you have food and other miscellaneous things, it
leaves room for arguing, but when you don't even have food to eat, all you can do is to
help each other. Ruptures occur when people are relying on their own ability. People
work together when they cannot do things by themselves. In that sense, "poverty" is a
school where we can learn how to work together. By taking away their stuff away, Jesus
drove them into the school to learn team work.
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Thus, the first thing that disciples had to learn was how "to work together." When we
are placed in poverty or into a helpless situation, it may be for the purpose of our
learning how to cooperate with each other.
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2.To Learn To Humble Oneself



FICESEREZEE [~ En2 L) T, £ IX0b, 8, FFodic
EHEET 1T EERDONE LTz, ENTIL, EH2RXoTEE TV SEb LN
DTLXI, EFZIH>TbnizoTd, EZTH, HIFRICA-TL, ToLMND
WD EEET, ZOFRICEEED XV (1080 &,

Secondly, what we should learn is that "we are to humble ourselves." The Lord
required that they go "without either bread, or bag, or money in their belts." But then
how were they supposed to live? The Lord said, "Whenever you enter a house, stay
there until you leave that town." (verse 10).
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In Jewish society back then, giving shelter and hosting travelers was considered to be
a religious virtue, Jesus was speaking this way with this custom in the background. In
short, He is saying, "Just as everyone does, receive assistance from somebody
wherever you go."
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Receiving assistance from others means that you must bow your head. It means you
must lower yourself. The disciples were put into that kind of situation. Each time they
enter a new village, they were made to humble themselves. Before doing anything, they
first needed to ask for lodging. They had to ask for food. They go into the villages as
helpless men. Since they didn’t even have money, they needed help to do anything.
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Thus, Jesus made the disciples as the people who receive, even before they could
give. He required them to go out as helpless men who need assistance. In other words,
He did not permit the disciples to enter the villages as the strong helping the weak, like
the higher class teaching something to the lower class.

MEIMHEZXD ZEE2ERETHANE FEXIZ LTXTZMEI ICHEELS Z LW ET,
B2 TFICHEEBEZ D ETH5DTYT, LinL, TIIXIEELELAND D, HWEE L
f%@t%@ﬁﬁ_@ofwéhﬁkﬁﬁ_k@%biﬁoﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂékAﬁ@k
DIZRS LTERLANLLTT, DRDPBDANIIOIZTLHOEMEE L, Tkl
XN E TR RSO BIMEEICIT D 7<) L, ERURETHHIRMTL,
RIT VAN BIALNEBEWE LT,

People who find it a joy to serve others often hate to put themselves on the receiving
side. They only want to put themselves on the giving side. But there is a pitfall to that.
As a pastor | often have the chance to talk with people who are being taken care of by
their children. They are faithful members who served the church and the people for
years. Often times they say, "l don’t feel comfortable depending on my children and the
church." Those words stood out to me. | thought something was odd about that.
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‘I don’t want to depend on somebody’s care” — we might say that too. But people who
want to put themselves always on the giving side really cannot live with others. They
cannot share the important things with others, at the same level. Those who don't like
to depend on others cannot be good workers of God.
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The same case may apply to telling the gospel to close people. Some of you may be
the only Christian in your home. I'm sure you want to tell your family about God's grace,
and the gospel.

L, L LELZORNC, FTFEIC BT TLEEW] EEEIZEZD AL
%miEEEw@ﬁ%LMiﬁhoﬂ%ﬁﬂgﬁ A% FICBWTWA = L as, En

6



DT T4 RRESVN, LIEULITEEEBOHITIZR>TWLZERnHLnHTT, £
ICIBOENDEDNFIT RS TEIRLBRVWE_DOZ L, ZUET [~ E5Z2 8] TY,
FIHRTZ20EETHH/NVELSNDLRE, THUL T~N0LTEDT 8] 5D
ThHhoHrb LIVETA, 43FEDOHATNE L TORBEE LU T L, BELFEITENIT T
W2 KD BB 2 2 LV ERLET,

But perhaps, before doing so, you might first have to humbly say to your family, "Please
help me!" Sometimes our pride and attitude get in the way of spreading the gospel.

The second thing we must learn, is “to humble ourselves." When we are put into a
situation where we are weak, that may be for the purpose of learning "to humble
ourselves." It was the same with my 43 years’ experience as a minister. Ministers
tend to focus on helping others than being helped by others.
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And the third thing we are to learn is to faithfully and steadfastly "hope for God’s Work."

As | already mentioned, the disciples were compelled to enter the villages as weak men,
men in need of help. They could no longer act like they have authorities. They could not
act like they were powerful people.
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However, because of that, they had to rely on God alone. Their only hope was God’s
authority, the power and the work of God would be shown. And truly then, through these
disciples who were weak as beggars, the authority of God so different from that of
humans did appear.
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Please look at verse 12 and 13. Notwithstanding they went out as helpless and in fact,
they were receiving help from others, the Bible mentions about their work: "2 They
went out and preached that people should repent. '* They drove out many demons and
anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

Many evil spirits were driven out. Many of the sick were healed. What does this mean?
It means that repentance broke out among the people. It means that faith took place;
because where there is no faith, even Jesus could not do mighty works, (6:5-6). The
people had accepted the words of the disciples and had believed the gospel.
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It is clear that this did not derive from the disciples' authority and power. It could only
be attributed to God's power. When someone is set free from evil spirits, it does not
come out of the disciples’ power, but it can be only said that it comes from "authority
over impure spirits" which Jesus had given to them (verse 7). When someone is healed,
one can only recognize that it is not one’s own power, but it is the work of God's spirit. It
ought to have been clear to the disciples too because they did not have anything to offer
others by themselves.
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We must carefully examine whether the church is truly delivering something from God,
or merely something humans can offer, or whether it is revealing the power and
authority of God’s Word, or just some human power.
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If we see only what humans offer or human power, maybe we own too much. Then,
like the disciples, we might need to have our possessions taken away by Jesus. We
need to be put in a place where we cannot do anything on our own. We need to be put
in a situation where we must humble ourselves. We must learn how to steadfastly hope
for and await God's power.
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In other words, we might leave this place aware of our weakness, helplessness and
worries for this coming week. But that's why we learn to rely on God and hope for His
work to reach us.
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Thus, by sending the disciples out into the world without a cent, Jesus taught them at
least three important lessons. The disciples must have had to learn these lessons over
and over again when they later served the world as the church. And these are the things
that we must also learn over and over again in order to serve the world as followers of
Christ.



